Dear Parents,
Please see the following notices and attachments for week commencing 23/03/26.  Apologies as it is quite a lengthy letter this week!
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
20/03/26 – Comic Relief 2026 Red Nose Day.  
Please wear as much red as possible for a minimum donation of £1.00. We are trialling a new way to accept donations, via Parentpay.  You can either click on the link below to make a card payment or log in to your school Parentpay account where it will be showing as a payment item.  We are still happy for cash donations too! 
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=21199
20/03/2026 – World oral health day – please see information below in the general information section that has been supplied to us by The Healthy Early Years lead at East Sussex County Council.  This is primarily for Early Years i.e. Reception but other year group parents may still find it useful.
20/03/2026 – Reception bikeability, please sign up by today if you wish your child to take part.
26/03/26 – Wealden Cross Country Final (if your child was successful in reaching this stage, you have already been notified.
26/03/26 – iRock Easter concert.  Parents of the iRockers are welcome to join us in the school hall at 2.30pm.
27/03/26 – End of Term 4.
13/04/2026 – Start of Term 5
GENERAL INFORMATION AND ATTACHMENTS
We are aware that unfortunately ‘things are very fraught’ at pick up time due to the parking on St John’s Road and the closure of the Church gate; several parents have asked if the gate could be reopened. The primary reason the gate has been closed follows a review by the Local Authority who shared their safeguarding concern regarding the fact that ‘if there is a gate on the school property that is open for exit or entry to the school it should be manned by a member of staff and if this is not possible that the gate should remain locked’. The ‘front’ gate is obviously supervised by the member of staff on duty at the main door as they have a clear view of the gate. We do not have the capacity to supervise the Church gate and it will therefore remain closed.  
The Church car park is still available for everyone to use and should be less muddy to walk by the pre-school and away from the road now. We are trying to find alternative solutions, and will continue to monitor the situation. This is a topic that will be discussed again at the next Governors meeting.
Sporting Success

A big congratulations to our incredible Year 5/6 Sportshall Athletics team, who firstly won their Crowborough event, beating 7 other local schools, before competing in the North Wealden finals last week. This round was against 4 other schools from the wider area, who had also won their previous rounds. The team once again came out on top, coming 1st in 20 out of the 24 different events! They will now go on to represent North Wealden in the Sussex County finals in late April. Well done team St John's!

You may have already noticed that the school minibus is not in it’s normal parking spot, the lease has expired and so the minibus has been returned.  This may mean that we need help with transport for some events.
There are copies of the Primary Times magazine outside the office, please feel free to come and collect one if you would like.
World oral health day
Good oral health supports children’s wellbeing, confidence, learning, and school readiness; and the great news is that tooth decay is largely preventable.
 
Why oral health matters
Tooth decay remains one of the most common childhood health issues, yet simple daily routines can make a big difference. Protecting children’s mouths early helps them to eat, sleep, communicate, and play comfortably, giving them the best start in life.
 
Key messages to share with families
These evidence‑based messages come directly from the NHS and our pan‑Sussex oral health campaign materials: (See attached)
Brush twice a day using fluoride toothpaste — once before bed and once in the morning.
Use the right amount of toothpaste:
A smear (grain‑of‑rice size) for children under 3.
A pea‑sized amount for children aged 3–6.
Don’t rinse after brushing — encourage children to spit. This keeps the fluoride on their teeth where it can protect them.
Limit sugary snacks and drinks. Keep sugary foods to mealtimes and choose water or milk between meals.
Replace toothbrushes every 3 months, or sooner if worn.
Check urgent dental support options: Families without a regular dentist can contact the Sussex Dental Helpline for help.

The link below has some ‘best start’ resources for you.
https://campaignresources.dhsc.gov.uk/campaigns/best-start-in-life/best-start-in-life-childrens-oral-health/
Oral Health Resource Boxes — available in all Family Hubs to support conversations and activities with children and families. Link: Family hubs | Family hubs

There are some bikeability courses being held over the Easter break, please see attached flyers.



Following the recent outbreaks of meningitis in Kent we have been asked to share some information regarding general vaccinations, please click on the link below.

https://www.sussexcommunity.nhs.uk/patients-and-visitors/resources/patient-resources/tetanus-diphtheria-and-polio-and-meningitis-vaccinations



The Skinners' Kent Academy are holding a few Open Mornings in the Spring and they have prepared this for Year 5 and 6 parents, there is also a flyer below.

We warmly invite prospective families and students to join us for one of our Open Mornings on Thursday 30 April and Thursday 14 May. During your visit, you will have the opportunity to:
· Take a guided tour of our facilities
· Observe teaching and learning in action during a normal Academic day.
· Hear from our Principal about our educational vision, curriculum and values.

Parking and entrance via Blackhurst Lane.

Booking is recommended using the link here, or if you wish to find out more about our events, please click here.




Please see information from East Sussex County Council regarding their Childcare sufficiency report.

Help Inform Childcare in East Sussex.

East Sussex County Council must publish a Childcare Sufficiency Report every year. This report explains how the Council plans to ensure there are enough childcare places for families who are working, studying, or training.
It covers childcare for children from birth to age 14 (or up to 18 for children with disabilities).
To help inform the 2027 report, we will be gathering feedback from parents and carers at several points throughout the year. As part of this, we kindly ask you to complete this survey by 13th April 10am using the link below.
Childcare sufficiency parental survey Spring 2026 – Fill in form











WhatsApp Now Allows Under 13's
WhatsApp has been a significant concern for many schools, particularly chat groups where predominantly low-level issues suddenly escalate. Last week, in another completely unexpected move, WhatsApp announced that children under 13 can now use WhatsApp via 'Parent-Managed Accounts'. 

Essentially these are accounts set up by the parent on the child's device, but managed from the parent’s device. As well as no access to AI within WhatsApp and no ads there are parent management features which include:
· Contact management - parents can choose who can contact their child and which chat groups they can join. Children cannot join groups without parent’s approval. Messages from unknown contacts are sent to the parent first for approval.
· Activity notifications - parents can view their child's activity such as when a child adds a new contact or if disappearing messages are turned on. Parents will also be notified if their child blocks or reports a contact.
Link- Introducing parent-managed accounts on WhatsApp.
Link- How to set up a parent-managed account.

And finally, St John’s pre-school are having bake sale next Friday after school to celebrate the start of the Easter Holidays, so don’t forget to bring some spare change or your card!!
Kind regards




